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On Sept. 26, DPP candidate Liu 
Chien-kuo won the legislative 
by-election in Yunlin County, 
just as we were approaching the 
celebration of the DPP’s 23rd 
anniversary on Sept. 28. Hosted 
by DPP Chairperson Dr. Tsai 
Ing-wen and the DPP’s Central 
Standing Committee, a congratu-
latory and gratitude event was 

held at the DPP Headquarters 
under the theme ‘Grapefruit from 
Heaven for Yunlin, Heavenly 
Protection for Taiwan’.  This 
theme was chosen since grape-
fruits are one of Yunlin County’s 
agricultural products.

DPP celebrates Yunlin County           
legislative by-election win

Kaohsiung Film Festival will show Kadeer’s ‘The 10 Condi-
tions of Love’
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Despite a Chinese economic blockade and cen-
sure, Kaohsiung Mayor Chen Chu announced 
that the Kaohsiung Film Festival will go ahead 
and show, in October, ‘The 10 Conditions of 
Love’, a documentary film about Uyghur politi-
cal activist Rebiya Kadeer. 

 ‘The 10 Conditions of Love‘ has received 
wide international acclaim since its release at the 
Melbourne International Film Festival. During its 
Melbourne release, China pressured the Austra-
lian government by demanding Australia refuse a 
visa to Kadeer  and then threatened to pull out of 
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DPP celebrates Yunlin County  legislative by-election 
win

Among the guests were Yunlin County Com-
missioner Su Chih-fen, former Yunlin County 
deputy commissioner Lee Ying-yuan and 
chairman of the DPP branch in Yunlin County 
Hsu Ken-wei.
 “We all believe that the best gift for this 
year’s DPP anniversary was Liu Chien-kuo’s 
by-election win,” Dr. Tsai said. “Naturally, 
many people are afraid that the DPP might be 
too overjoyed, but there are also people who say 
that we must not suppress our joy and take the 
time to rejoice. However, in the midst of our 
happiness, we must also think of the tasks ahead 
because there are only 70 more days before our 
year end election battle.”
 Dr. Tsai said that she believed everyone 
in the DPP will invest all their energies in the 
year end election. She also expressed words of 
appreciation towards Liu Chien-kuo, who even 
though he had to struggle to win the party's 
nomination during the earlier polling period, he 
played the election beautifully. 
 Dr. Tsai said that the real reason for 
Liu’s victory was not only his competitive skill 
in the political arena, but also his 14 years in 
public service that gave the people trust in him.
 The DPP has not changed its campaign 
theme of “Honesty, Diligence and Love for our 
Native Land”, in addition to the them of “Green 
Power and Good Governance". We believe that 
our core responsibility is summarized under 
these two themes, which reflect what the DPP 
believes the people of Taiwan want from us, and 
which is why the people will give the DPP an-
other chance. 
 Lastly, Dr. Tsai said that with this elec-
tion win for the DPP, we are aware the people 
are wise in their decisions and they will know 
when to give us an opportunity and when to 
take it away. Therefore, we will take full advan-

tage of this opportunity. The Yunlin County 
election was an opportunity that the people gave 
to the DPP, and the DPP will ensure that we will 
exert all our efforts in returning the favor to the 
people.

... continued "om previous page

Liu Chien-kuo’s campaign theme focused on 
active mobility, using mobiles as symbols, to 
show that this DPP candidate was full of energy 
to mobilize the people and full of youthful 
spirit to engage the young and old to cast their 
votes for a brighter future in Yunlin County.
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Press statement released on September 16, 2009 
by the DPP’s Central Standing Committee.

 Taiwan is a sovereign and independent 
country, with the strength and will to pursue its 
right to equal exchanges with other countries 
and members of the international community in 
order to fulfill our international responsibilities 
and obligations to the world. For a long time, 
Taiwan has faced the international reality of be-
ing excluded from the United Nations, and, as a 
consequence, this has given China reason to 
suppress the Taiwanese people. This outcome 
has not been willingly accepted by the Taiwan-
ese people, and we have continued to strive to 
join the UN. This has been a perennial aspiration 
that the people of Taiwan have entrusted to our 
government to pursue.
 President Ma’s administration has cho-
sen to ignore the hope placed by the people in 
our government for many years, overthrowing a 
governmental policy that started in 1993 to pro-
mote Taiwan’s participation in the UN. Giving 
up on joining the UN is tantamount to announc-
ing the government’s willingness to abandon the 
right of the Taiwanese people to fight for Tai-
wan’s status as a sovereign nation. It also sends 
the wrong message to the international commu-
nity, namely that Taiwan has already accepted 
China's "one China frame-
work" and no longer claims 
to be a sovereign and inde-
pendent country. This deci-
sion not only makes it hard 
for our diplomatic allies to 
speak on behalf of Taiwan, 
but it also causes irrepara-
ble damage to our coun-
try’s sovereignty as well as 
Taiwan’s future expansion 
of its international space. 
 In the 2008 presi-
dential election, the KMT 

promoted the "return to the UN referendum". 
Ma Ying-jeou, who participated in the return to 
the UN referendum parade, issued a statement 
affirming that it was the common aspiration of 
all the Taiwanese people to join the UN, empha-
sizing that Taiwan is a sovereign nation that 
should enjoy equal status in the international 
community. The words in this declaration made 
by Ma still ring in our ears, "United States not 
allowing Taiwan to become a member not only 
violates the principle of universality of member-
ship, but it also ignores the interests of Taiwan's 
23 million people.”  However, Ma has aban-
doned his own campaign promises, discarding 
what a democratically elected president should 
do to defend national sovereignty. The Demo-
cratic Progressive Party strongly condemns this 
action by the Ma Administration. 
 Joining the UN has embodied the expec-
tations and common aspirations of the Taiwan-
ese people for many years and has been a policy 
that the government has promoted for a long 
time. Ma’s administration has changed a gov-
ernment established policy without a compre-
hensive public discussion and a policy of no-
communication with the opposition parties. For 
such reasons, we believe that this government 
owes the Taiwanese people  and the outside 
world a clear explanation of its UN policy.

DPP statement concerning Taiwan’s participation in the UN
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Kaohsiung will show Kadeer’s ‘The 10 Conditions of 
Love’

‘The 10 Conditions of Love’ is a story about 
the brutal oppression of ethnic minority 
Uyghurs in China as told by Rebiya Kadeer, a 
political activist forced to live in exile by the 
Chinese government. The film is directed by 
Jeff Daniels. To watch a short introduction of 
the film on video, or for more information 
about the struggle of the Uyghur people, please 
visit www.uhrp.org.

the festival if the film organizers went ahead 
and showed the film. The festival’s website was 
then hacked, with racial slurs against Uyghur 
minorities painted on the website. 
 The Chinese government has long sup-
pressed ethnic minority groups in China just at 
it did with Kadeer, forcing her to live in exile 
away from her children and her native land. The 
Chinese government used political intervention 
to intimidate other countries into following 
Chinese wishes. This time, China used the same 
treatment with Taiwan, threatening to pull out 
more visits by Chinese tourists if Taiwan were 
to grant Kadeer’s visa and instructing its cargo 
ships to use ports other than Kaohsiung. 
 The DPP believes that “The 10 Condi-
tions of Love” is an artistic and cultural demon-
stration of the oppression of a minority group 
and showing it is important as a example of 
freedom of expression. The film should not only 
receive international recognition, but it should 
receive protection from democratic countries 
that cherish this freedom. Even more, Kadeer 
and the film should not be blocked by  any po-
litical interference.
 It is regretful that Ma’s government has 
decided to play Beijing’s tune by first pressur-
ing the organizing committee, the Kaohsiung 
Film Archive, to play the film ahead of schedule 
and not during the film festival, and then refus-
ing to grant a visa to Kadeer so that she might 
visit Taiwan. Premier Wu Deng-yih said that if 
we wanted Chinese tourists to visit Taiwan, we 
had to make them feel welcome. This statement 
rejects the right for Taiwan as a democratic 
country to express our cultural freedom, and it 
shows that Taiwan is not protecting our most 
basic values. Worse, the Ma Administration 
mouthed Chinese Communist Party propaganda 
by claiming, in rejecting a visa for Kadeer, that 
she is linked to a terrorist group.  Only China 
and a few governments, which today to China 

make such an outrageous claim, while the US 
and others welcome Kadeer with open arms.
 The DPP emphasizes that the Kadeer 
incident is not only an issue related to the Kaoh-
siung City Government, but it is also an issue to 
which Taiwanese people should pay attention. 
Persisting in defending freedom of expression 
and creative freedom are  collective assets of all 
Taiwanese. China’s interference into Taiwan’s 
internal affairs can only increase the dissatisfac-
tion and anger the Taiwanese people feel to-
wards the Chinese government. 
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Press statement released on September 11, 2009.

1. Taiwan is a democratic country and in dealing 
with former President Chen’s case, the judicial 
process should be objective and follow legal 
principles, avoiding any subjective political 
bias, in order to safeguard Taiwan's demo-
cratic values. We can see that during this first 
trial the process contained flaws and disputes, 
such as the extended pre-trial detention and 
the changing of judges, clearly in violation of 
procedural justice. Given such procedural 
flaws and controversies, such a heavy sentence 
confirms doubts from the outside and makes it 
hard to convince people that the judicial proc-
ess is trustworthy.  

 
2. The same judge presided over the cases of 

former President Chen's state affairs fund and 
then-Mayor Ma Ying-jeou’s special affairs 
fund. Former President Chen was given a sen-
tence of life imprisonment while President Ma 
was found not-guilty. It is difficult for the pub-
lic to accept such an inconsistency in the out-
come of the two verdicts. 

3. The DPP maintains expectations of the overall 
judicial system, but it expresses its deep regret 
concerning the trial process and outcome. The 
DPP supports former President Chen’s defense 
of his legal rights in the appeal and upcoming 
legal procedures.  At the same time, we also 
expect that the unfairness and errors of the 
first trial will be closely supervised and cor-
rected during the appeal process. 

4. The DPP believes that there is no necessity to 
detain former President Chen after this first 

trial. We demand an end to his detention, so as 
allow him to exercise his full legal rights and 
prepare for his defense.  

5. In regards to the selection of judges for the 
appeal, we ask the High Court to be transpar-
ent and open, in accordance with the law and 
under the supervision of the public.   

6. We appeal to all, especially the ruling party, 
not to attempt to exploit the case of former 
President Chen to turn the public spotlight 
away from government incompetence. We also 
appeal to the outside world to avoid provoca-
tive remarks that would deepen the emotional 
antagonisms of the public. 

7. Whether standing for or against former Presi-
dent Chen, one must honestly point out that 
the proceedings of the judicial system con-
tained defects, which allowed political inter-
ference in the judicial system as well as the 
prejudiced sentencing by the judges. In addi-
tion, we also saw the continued detention of 
former President Chen causing harm to human 
rights in this country. We hope that our society  
can now focus on judicial human rights and 
jointly support judicial reform. 

8. As the KMT holds a 75% majority in the Leg-
islative Yuan, we demand that in his role as 
KMT Chair, President Ma take responsibility 
to support and promote the amendment of the 
"Code of Criminal Procedure" and "Judges 
Law" for the reform and rectification of hu-
man rights violations in the detention system 
and also to eliminate unsuitable judges.  Last 
year the DPP put forward an amendment to the 

DPP statement concerning the Sept. 11 verdict of 
former President Chen Shui-bian

... continued on pg. 6
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"Code of Criminal Procedure", and we ask that in the shortest 
time possible, this amendment be passed. 

9. We wish to make clear that honesty and clean politics are core 
values of the Democratic Progressive Party and the basis 
upon which people place their trust in politicians.  Whether or 
not a politician or political party has been honest and prac-
ticed clean politics must be judged through a fair administra-
tion of justice and a clear set of standards.  The people of 
Taiwan have placed high expectations in the DPP, which the 
DPP must treasure. In regards to former President Chen’s ac-
tion of remitting funds overseas and mixing his public and 
private funds, the DPP considers this to be in violation of the 
DPP’s clean politics regulations. Regarding former President 
Chen’s management of political donations and disputed rela-
tions with the business community, the DPP believes it fails 
to meet society’s expectations. In regards to his family mem-
bers, former President Chen was negligent in restraining their 
behavior that drew negative criticisms from the public. The 
DPP maintains that for these errors, former President Chen 
must take political responsibility.

... former President Chen Shui-bian
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